ECONOMIC STATECRAFT AND STRATEGIC-CULTURE
INFORM CHINA'S RISE AND QUEST FOR RESOURCES IN
o 'HARMONIOUS WORLD'’: THE SINO-AFRICAN PARTNERSHIPS

p— Prof. Kennedy G., Ondieki
°°°°°°°°°°°°°° The Socio-Economic Transition of China:
SN S L Opportunities and Threats
A T T Palacky University, Olomouc, Czech Republic
YT A A RS April 3-6, 2014
T IS e ey
_— You can explore

L ey e e AT

I -f 'l;';-hl-'i'rl :Ih g * i . bl Pt L "r-‘* I| - -I'| Al




ABSTRACT:

This study examines the Sino-Africa partnershipsdaytextualizing China's economic statecraft arategic culture to
discern Beijing’s socio-economic and geo-politicdérests in Africa. The study is analyzed fropragmatic and
constructivist theoretical frameworks to inform &iAfrica evolving partnerships—the quest for resesrto boast Chinese
growth and foreign aid assistance to develop Afrsgimbiotic partnership. The Sino-Africa partnepshinust be understood
as an offshoot of neo-realistic outcomes of gldadion and marginalization of Africa—whereby Chbradges the gap in
Africa that were created by the western powers’ridisgement and abandonment of African continent idiately after the
Cold War.

Constructively, Africa embraces China as a consecgief colonial experiences and realities and poktnial dependence
and unfair partnership with the West—institutinggh and strict conditionality on aid and structwadjustment programs. The
neo Sino-Africa partnership embodies opportunitgg®nomic development) and threats (competitioncamdlict that can
engender regional security).

To investigate China-Africa nexus, it is importémicontextualize China’s strategies of adventurs aggressive scramble
for resources in the Africa in a holistic approactunderstand the rationale behind Beijing’s stegtawards Africa and discern
the admixture interplays of China’s grand stratéggijing Consensus, charm strategy, soft power, €grdevelopmental
model and how Beijing’s politburo draw from anciamd contemporary maxims of military strategisteratists and political
leaders to grasp China’s strategic-culture to enablget past the semantics/veils of China’s “pleddse” and “harmonious
world”.

The study poses some questions: Besides the ecodonension, what accounts for Chinese penetratitmAfrican
landscape? How has China managed to charm Afieaaters to turn to China for business venturedamign aid? Can Sino-
Africa partnerships be discerned without the vdeslof economic statecraft and strategic-cultuvéRat is the role of Chinese
official aid assistance (CODA) to Africa and doés gromote Beijing’s grand strategy, developmentablel and strategic-
partnerships? What criticisms are directed at &wernin Africa—Western and African purviews? Ifid& is China’s resource
bonanza; and China ,Africa’ financial donor, willglsymbiotic partnership be considered a marriddertunes a win-win?

The overarching assumptions are as follows: Iratheence of a universal ideology as in the Cold-p¢aiod, economic
dimension (resources/oil safaris) explain Chinasspnce in Africa; In a multi-polar world, two medsl of economic
development (the Washington and Beijing Consen3yseside new impetus for clashes and competitignading a return to
the Cold-war mentalities and strategies. Westedhtha rest of world’s perceptions of China inteasd penetration in Africa
is seen as a neo-imperialist power driven to explfsica resources for Chinese gains to competepanbaps replace the EU
and US in the African landscape.
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Survey Questionnaire

Thiz open-ended questionnaire is intended Lo gather information towards the completion of
my third doctoral degree at TEL, The topic and questionnaire deal with China’s interests and driving
forces bahind her rapld influx in Africa particularly In East Africa (the new oil bonanza) and its
implications, it has been proposed that China is not only interested in plundering the African
resaurces and markets (the economic dimenslon] but 3lso China presence In Aftica is pragmatically
designed to unsest the western influence In the regicn (the geo-political dimension) and emplays
soft and smart power diplomacy Lo promote an espansionist or imperkalistic agenda to anhance a
Chinese devalopmental model in the region to reglace the western model of develapment to ansure
that China's expansionist and adventurist impulses are realized In the Africa and across the globe.

Your assistance in 2nswering the questionnaire is appreciated. Responses will remaln anonymous.

What are your views in regards to the presence of Chinese in Afrlea?

How do your countrymen think of Chinesa In Africa?

Hew has the influx of Chinese products affected your eountry’s local industries?
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4, Doyousee Chinese presence in Africa as developers or extractors of resources?

5. What are your visws In regards to Africa-China partnership? Win-win or zero-sum game?

6. Do you cee Chinese in Africa as imperialises?

7. Do you view the influx of Chinese in Afrlca as blessing or an impediment to development?

8, In developing and Improving Africa, which model s better? European or Chinese? Why?

9, Canyou recommaend any solution to Africans in dealing with Chinese businessmen?

10. Can you differentiate a Chiness from Talwanese Inthe way they conduct business?

11. \What is your general impression of Chiness people?
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Africa matters...East meets West ...Obama in Tanzania




US Presidents and first ladies steering towards Ea#frica—Tanzania & Kenya




Chinese Freeway & Railway Projects in Kenya
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Hypotheses

There are a number of factors attracting Chinegesitment in resources sectors in developing areéa\&ica:

i) Power balance: Chinese resources invedtimeattracted to contexts where there is no ategor power.

i)  Regime type: Chinese resources investrngeattracted to autocratic regimes.

i)  Political risk: Chinese resources intraent is attracted to stable political environments

iv) Burden costs: Chinese resources investmaeattriacted by low indirect costs /labor & environrtenstandards
v)  Competition with other MNC: Chinese resourcesstment is attracted to contexts where there isclmwpetition

vi)  Economic risk: Chinese resources investnieattracted to high-risk context that promisesitpgofit margin prospects.



