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ABSTRACT:
This study examines the Sino-Africa partnerships by contextualizing China's economic statecraft and strategic culture to 

discern Beijing’s socio-economic and geo-political interests in Africa.  The study is analyzed from a pragmatic and 
constructivist theoretical frameworks to inform Sino-Africa evolving partnerships—the quest for resources to boast Chinese 
growth and foreign aid assistance to develop Africa—symbiotic partnership.  The Sino-Africa partnerships must be understood 
as an offshoot of neo-realistic outcomes of globalization and marginalization of Africa—whereby China bridges the gap in 
Africa that were created by the western powers’ disengagement and abandonment of African continent immediately after the 
Cold War.   

Constructively, Africa embraces China as a consequence of colonial experiences and realities and post-colonial dependence 
and unfair partnership with the West—instituting tough and strict conditionality on aid and structural adjustment programs.  The 
neo Sino-Africa partnership embodies opportunities (economic development) and threats (competition and conflict that can  
engender regional security).

To investigate China-Africa nexus, it is important to contextualize China’s strategies of adventurism and aggressive scramble 
for resources in the Africa in a holistic approach to understand the rationale behind Beijing’s steering towards Africa and discern 
the admixture interplays of China’s grand strategy, Beijing Consensus, charm strategy, soft power, Chinese developmental 
model and how Beijing’s politburo draw from ancient and contemporary maxims of military strategists, moralists and political 
leaders to grasp China’s strategic-culture to enable us get past the semantics/veils of China’s “peaceful rise” and “harmonious 
world”. 

The study poses some questions:  Besides the economic dimension, what accounts for Chinese penetration into African 
landscape?  How has China managed to charm African leaders to turn to China for business ventures and foreign aid?  Can Sino-
Africa partnerships be discerned without the variables of economic statecraft and strategic-culture?  What is the role of Chinese 
official aid assistance (CODA) to Africa and does aid promote Beijing’s grand strategy, developmental model and strategic-
partnerships?  What criticisms are directed at Chinese in Africa—Western and African purviews?  If Africa is China’s resource 
bonanza; and China ,Africa’ financial donor, will this symbiotic partnership  be considered a marriage of fortunes a win-win? 

The overarching assumptions are as follows:  In the absence of a universal ideology as in the Cold-War period, economic 
dimension (resources/oil safaris) explain China’s presence in Africa;  In a multi-polar world, two models of economic 
development (the Washington and Beijing Consensuses) provide new impetus for clashes  and competition signaling a return to 
the Cold-war mentalities and strategies. Western and the rest of world’s perceptions of China interest and penetration in Africa 
is seen as a neo-imperialist power driven to exploit Africa resources for Chinese gains to compete and perhaps replace the EU 
and US in the African landscape. 
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Survey Questions





Photos speak volumes…Kenyatta and Xi; Xi and Kikwete



Africa matters…East meets West …Obama in Tanzania



US Presidents and first ladies steering towards East Africa—Tanzania & Kenya



Chinese Freeway & Railway Projects in Kenya
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Hypotheses

There are a number of factors attracting Chinese investment in resources sectors in developing area and Africa: 

i)       Power balance: Chinese resources investment is attracted to contexts where there is no other major power. 

ii)      Regime type:    Chinese resources investment is attracted to autocratic regimes.

iii)     Political risk:    Chinese resources investment is attracted to stable political environments.

iv) Burden costs:   Chinese resources investment is attracted by low indirect costs /labor & environmental  standards  

v) Competition with other MNC: Chinese resources investment is attracted to contexts where there is low competition

vi)     Economic risk: Chinese resources investment is attracted to high-risk context that promises high profit margin prospects. 


